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18th Meeting of Management Committee
26th Nov 09 Heritage Rooms 7.30 – 10.00pm

Draft Minutes by Christine Bell
Purpose of meeting

1) General meeting to discuss current projects.

Those present                                                      Apologies
                                                                              Michelle McCallum
Jean Weir
Steve Ratcliffe
Tracy McNeil
                                               Heather Muir

Peter O’Donnell
                                               Sian Fairclough

                                                                             Kevin Fairclough

Christine Bell
Donna Heaney                                                
Mick McIntosh
John Watson

Graham Stirling
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	Welcome

Mick opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

Cycle Paths – Dunipace through Winchester Ave
An opening informal discussion identified that Jean has been cycling this path network to WASP classes and agrees that there is a severe lack of bins on the route especially now that it is used so much by the pupils of Denny High.

Jean also identified that the Pit Stop Garage boundary fence is non existent and is there is excessive dumping of old tyres in this area.

C. bell will raise these issues with FC and the local councillor.

Mike Bryant – Sainsbury’s

Mike called via Michelle to apologise for not making the meeting as they had a flood in the store.

Minutes of the Oct 22nd meeting.

Minutes were approved by Tracy and seconded by Peter.

Climate Challenge Funding Application

C. Bell and T. McNeil updated the meeting on the progress being made by the group who are working on the application. They are currently working on a deadline of 10th Dec.
Infra Red Imaging

C.Bell asked Peter if he could update on any info re the infra red imaging equipment.

Peter raised a grievance he had regarding the request for information on the infra red imaging equipment.

It was expressed by Peter that he was expecting to be meeting CB and M. Mc on Mon 16th Nov at approx 5-5.30 on this topic. 
CB had arranged to meet with Peter following another meeting being held in the rooms that afternoon but she was of the opinion that it was left that she would call Peter if the meeting was finished in enough time to conduct a short meeting with Michelle & Peter.
The meeting overrun and Michelle left before the end as she had another appointment. It was therefore not possible to meet with Peter. C. Bell apologised for not contacting him to say they could not therefore meet that day and had not been in touch to further pursue this topic as they had not addressed it since. Peter accepted the apology.
Infra Red Imaging Camera’s

Peter reported that the cost range is from £2,000 to £50,000 to buy and that using them is very technical and can be open to miss- interpretation. Peter’s advice is that it would be a very complex service to offer the community and would be best avoided in the CCF application at this stage.

Peter also informed the group that there was one in use by a group named Sustainability Dunbar and that he will investigate how they use it and for what. He will revert to the group if the findings are of interest.

NLN Distribution
All members are on hand and willing to deliver. Mick suggested he could pick his copies up from Michelle’s garage when ready to be circulated.

Website Training

C. Bell informed the meeting that she and Michelle had been to the offices of CMS the website designer and had some basic training. This will be rolled out to all members when the internet is up and running in the CGI office.  James McNeil is keen to learn so he can post his GDW animation on the website. His work is really good and should be on the website soon. Internet access is still awaiting HS dealing with the installation.
SCVO Election
The new SCVO members have been elected. Mick was not elected on this occasion. 

Christmas Celebration Heritage Rooms 17th Dec

The proposed celebration was discussed. It was agreed by the majority present that it would be good practice to host an evening for all the user groups to come along and join in some community festive spirit.
It was suggested that we send invites out to the groups perhaps and suggest a time slot of 8 – 10 p.m also suggest people just bring some nibbles each for a modest buffet table.
Halloween litter Pick

All present agreed it was a huge success. Donna was commended for all her hard work and efforts to help make it the success it was. It was also recognised that all members of CGI worked really well together to contribute to the success of the day. Well Done to Donna and all who helped. See the website for full story by Rachel McN including details and pictures.
River Regeneration Group
Communities Along the Carron has now had two meetings since the event in September both of which were a success. The group is currently exploring ways to constitute their steering committee.

C.Bell informed the meeting that the LEADER funding has now been secured for the help of C & M C. C. for the Aspirations to Actions Phase starting in mid Dec 09, and will be part time based on a few hours/week through till Sep 2010.
Scottish Parliament Visit

CB & M Mc were invited at short notice last Thursday 19th Nov to attend a session at the Scottish Parliament on Sat 21st Sep named “Understanding and Influencing Your Parliament”. Both found it a very informative and interesting session. The most significant learning experience was the significance of petitioning the parliament. The details of the day are contained in a pack provided which is available to any member who wishes to see them. The pack will be in the CGI office - Heritage Rooms. 
Michael Matheson’s Consultancy

Michael contact CGI following the Communities along the Carron Event and suggested a consultancy in the Denny area. He has decided to do a postal questionnaire re the paths and access to the Carron in the Denny /Fankerton area. This will be carried out early in 2010 and the findings will be of significance to CGI and Communities Along the Carron.
River/ Gala Park Regeneration
The Halloween litter pick raised the necessity to further address the problem of the Central area of the Gala park which is currently fenced in with trees and bushes and which is currently being used as a huge dumping ground for litter/booze bottles and fly tipping. Cllr McNally has confirmed that the Criminal Justice team will be able to help resolve this. CGI will liaise with Cllr McNally to take action.
The enhancement of the river side in the Gala Park project which CGI investigated in Summer 09 with Falkirk Council Angus Duncan and CSFT will continue to be pursued in 2010.

Safer Routes to School  - Sustrans / Pathways
It was discussed that this would be incorporated in the CCF funding application. Tracy confirmed that Sustrans were carrying out a survey of the paths around the new Denny High School for four days on week commencing 17th Nov. CB will investigate who initiated this and to determine if it is part of the Land Use Consultancy funded early in 2009. CB will feedback at next meeting.

Upgrading Play Park Equipment in Denny Area Parks

There has been no further activity on this. Mick agreed to take it forward.

Denny High School Update

The parent Council hand Rector has called an emergency meeting on Wed 2nd Dec at 7pm to discuss the Litter issue. Tracy will attend from CGI. Christine will be there as a member of the Parent Council and Jean will attend if available. All will update CGI at the next meeting.
Psyllid Consultancy/ JKW
The CGI website has the link to the psyllid consultancy. All are encouraged to have a look. Lots of questions came up which we did not think of. Sounds like the release of the bug will go ahead.
There is an opportunity to add additional thoughts until 16th Dec.

GDW Update

Update received from Michelle:

GDW is trademarked, almost finished w/ licenses, huge interest from other councils in Scotland via KSB, beginning to get interest from USA.  Having good dialogues w/ USA folks, they have their own campaigns totally diff from GDW.
CGI is in process of investigating the merchandising potential of GDW items for fund raising in the new year, both wholesale to other groups as well as direct sales by CGI.  

Oral History Calendar and Website  

Calendar goes to printer next week.  Will be out close to Christmas and we will distribute shortly before and after Christmas.  
Oral history website, Michelle and web designer are working on it intensely now and it should be up and running soon.

Any Other Business

Dog Fouling Campaign in gala Park in 2010

Jean raised the subject of the blitz Michelle proposed for the gala park in the new year. Jean confirmed this was a necessary action and that she would support it completely.  There was all round support for this initiative.

Renewable Energy in New Hospital Larbert

Mick raised his concerns that he discovered at a recent meeting with the Community health partnership that there are no renewable energy initiatives proposed for the New Larbert Hospital.

All agreed this is unbelievable considering the current political climate and central government initiatives on renewable energies.
Mick will investigate further.

Mick was also disappointed to learn that there will be no A & E unit in operation in the new hospital until 2011. The service will continue to be provided by Stirling Royal.
Date of Next Meeting  

Celebration evening Thu 17th Dec in Heritage Rooms. Time 8 - 10 p.m.
Additional Information – not provided nor discussed at the meeting:

C. Bell can confirm that George Callaghan the Falkirk Council Cycling Officer has accepted an invitation to attend our next  official CGI

Meeting on Thu 28th  January to discuss cycling paths within the area.
(This request was made by some members during the Sep meeting).

It is intended that this meeting starts at 7.00 pm and all discussions with George will be first on the agenda to allow him to leave before the other business commences.
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