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The environment is everything that isn't me.  - Albert Einstein  

 

Community Green Initiative  

Whatõs YOUR Bright Green Idea?  

DITCH THOSE BAGS FOR GOOD!  

NEW LEAF NEWS IS FREE!  
Please take a copy home!           
We also need volunteers to distribute copies                       

in YOUR areaτplease call 01324 824843 if you have a 

good public location to leave 5τ25 copies each quarter.     

NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE IN FULL COLOUR:                    

http://www.cgiscotland.org  

Photo by Lyn Bennet, Falkirk 

bring them to their amnesty in the 
town centre where in turn they will 
be given a fair trade, organic cotton 
bag.  Pupils from local primary schools 
have been asked to design an outfit 
out of plastic bags. The winning team 
will be given a supply of bags to make 
up their costume and FoE hopes to 
display the winners in the Howgate in 

the autumn.   

The Marine Conservation 
Society is sponsoring the 
worldõs first Plastic Bag Free 
Day on 12th September.  
Friends of the Earth Falkirk 
are working with the Falkirk 
BID on this, asking people to 
dig out all those plastic bags 

they have  lying  around and to  

Contact Corrie@ginkgotranslations.co.uk                   

http://www.adoptabeach.org.uk  

For those of you who are adept at measuring your daily calories, your auto      

mileage, your daily limit at the pub, keeping tabs on what you spend on groceries, 

utilities and family electronics...you should be able to take in stride the calculations 

of your average annual carbon emissions, right?  Reductions can be achieved in a 

wide range of waysñinsulating your attic, cycling to school, growing and eating 

local foods, turning off lights, checking your tyre gaugeé 

The Scottish Government is leading the way internationally by raising the bar to a 

42% national carbon emissions reduction by 2020, as was announced this summer.  

The tools for this are within the Climate Challenge Fund, which is offering every 

community the opportunity to create a programme and follow it through.  The 

idea is that, as individuals, there is a lot we can do to reduce our impact on climate 

change but if we act together as communities, we can do even more and         

significantly reduce carbon emissions in Scotland.     

For more information on how you can give your ideas the green light, go to 

www.infoscotland.com/ccf or email ccfenquiries@ksbscotland.org.uk or call   

01786 471 333. 
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This plant thrives on disturbance                          

I followed the reports of the latest weapon developed to 

drop on knotweed: battalions of Aphalara itadori are to be 

unleashed across the country in a valiant last ditch stand 

against the Imperial hordes from the Nipponese empire. 

Tora, tora, tora and all that.  

Personally, I blame Sir Walter Raleigh. He brought back the 

potato and just wouldnõt listen,  

òWalt? You gotta stop bringing these souvenirs back 

from the Empire, itõs going to go pear shaped.ó 

òNo it wonõt, trust me, itõs potato shapedó 

Yep, it was a good idea at the time but it just got a bit out of 

control. As the Brits went plundering hither and thither 

across the world they wiped out native species and the   

natives with syphilis and influenza, and it didnõt occur to them 

that they were inflicting the same sort of damage on     

themselves.  

Mother Nature works at her own speed, and when we try to 

give her a helping hand it always goes wrong, every time we 

interfere with nature olõ Mother gives us such a slap across 

the chops it rings for generations. When we discovered the 

existence of long chain carbon molecules what did we do? 

Thatõs right, we set fire to them and created General Mo-

tors. No one thought, òHmm, I wonder why these carbon 

thingies have been linked together and buried down hereéó 

No, we just thought what the hell, burn the stuff ð it canõt do 

any harm. If we knew then what we know nowé 

òOil! Oil! Iõve struck oil!ó 

òWell, put it backó    

      

          [Continued on Page 13] 

A KNOTTY PROBLEM :   Itõs getting a lot of press lately...some say eradicate Japanese Knotweed (JKW)...some say itõs 
too late...some say bring on the psyllidséHere are some thoughts on the issue from professionals, CGIõs Knotweed Volunteer Mapping 

team members, and others who are watching this issue.  So much came to NEW LEAF NEWS this month on this subject that we have 

devoted 2+ pages to this knotty problem.  What do YOU think should be done about the invasive species?  Give the government your 

thoughts before 19th October. CGI will send a compilation of mapping team recommendations also.     

Two important consultancies are going on, regarding JKW.  The closing date for 

responses to the Wildlife & Natural Enviornment Bill Consultation Document was 

4th September.  CGI responded. Watch for results at:   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/

Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/WildNatEnvBill.  You still have time to respond to 

the one on the proposed psyllid solution:   http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/

consult/japanese-knotweed/letter.htm     DEADLINE 19TH OCTOBER ô09 

Spiders, snakes and bugs, oh my!                      
On the proposal to introduce the psyllid bug to       

control knotweed, personally I think it's brilliant and 

long overdue.  Technically it will be an introduction, so 

why am I for it when introductions are possibly more 

responsible (especially when diseases are taken into                   

consideration) for species extinction than anything else 

including habitat destruction and hunting? 

 

1) This is not an accidental introduction - something 

that has jumped off a ship, or has spread from           

gardens as with knotweed;    

2) This is a planned, exhaustively studied introduction 

with clear aims at reducing another introduced species. 

It is not a Scottish woodland choked with rhododen-

dron originally intended to provide cover for pheasants, 

or some marine toads turfed out of a box in Northern 

Australia because it was thought they would feed on 

cane beetles -  disastrous for local ecologies and    

sometimes economies as well. 

CABI have managed a large number of successful     

biocontrol programmes.   It is the absence of a  speciesõ    

                               [Continued on Page 13] 

For more info on Japanese Knotweed go 

to the Home page of www.falkirk.gov.uk, 

click on A-Z, click on I for Invasive.  Also 

see Pages 12-13, this issue of NLN, for 

updated news on CGIõs  Japanese Knot-

weed Mapping Project! 

"The Wildlife and National Environment Bill consultation docu-

ment mentions Japanese Knotweed, saying that a conservative 

estimate to get rid of it would cost £8 per sq. metre, but I think 

that is very optimistic. A UK government statement from a tax 

incentive paper says that an infestation of say 10m x 10m using 

dig and dump was about £200,000; and herbicidal treatment 

treating top and undersides of leaves twice a year costs about 

Ã2,500 but takes three years to achieve eradication.ó                

  ~ Alan Ayre, River Manager,  Linlithgow Angling Club  

 óThe release of the Knotweed Psyllid (Aphalara itadori) would be 

the first introduction of a ôbeneficialõ non-native species to the 

UK .  If, as the tests suggest, the psyllid will only feed on Japanese 

knotweed (Fallopia japonica) then this could be a hugely impor-

tant move in the fight against this invasive plant.  If there is any 

chance however, that it will feed on a native ( UK ) plant species 

then in my opinion it shouldnõt be released." 
 ~ Craig Macadam. Conservation Officer (Scotland), Buglife         
  The Invertebrate Conservation Trust 

òRegarding  the introduction of the psyllid to combat knotweed, 

my feelings on this are mixed, i.e.,  if what they say is true and it 

only eats the weeds, then goodñbutñI am also wary that we may 

be bringing in another species alien to our land and creating more 

beasties as happened with the grey squirrel many years ago which 

killed off our own red. Would this do something similar?!!!ó                                                

   ~Janet Foster,  CGI Knotweed Mapping Volunteer 

"Other animals or birds may start using the psyllid as a food 

source, which may or may not cause problems, poisoning or 

interfering with their habitats."                                                  

  ~ Rachel McNeil, Denny HS Mapping Volunteer  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/WildNatEnvBill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/WildNatEnvBill
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT!  Success stories  

Do you have a green success story to share?  Deadline: 15th November for Winter issue.  

Up The Canal With a Paddle  

Dealing with the problem of litter could be described like being 

up a particular creek without a paddle. However I was involved 

in a recent litter pick where Action Outdoors  in Brightons  

provided the paddles, the canoes and the litter pickers in an attempt to clean up a stretch of 

the Union Canal. I joined the Hallglen Youth and Environment Group  as they collected 

bottles, bags, a tyre and a golf trolley while getting to grips with steering a canoe and        

remembering not to lean too far out the boat and risk falling in the water.  Being in a kayak 

instead of a canoe it was easier for me to turn on the water and I was sent to get the litter 

left behind by the fleet of canoes. 

I was impressed with the enthusiasm of the group who had sharp eyes for litter. Teenagers are often seen as caring less about the       

environment: That difficult age between the enthusiasm of primary school and the responsibility of adulthood. This group of teenagers 

were great examples to all ages within their community. 

Dawna Chisholm from the Hallglen group said òThe young people loved getting out on the water and were very competitive with each 

other, which was great as we ended up with loads of litter some of which was bizarre, i.e. a car tyre and golf cart.  I wish more people 

thought the way our young people do, I am sure the fish and wildlife were pleased to see their home a bit cleaner.ó  

 

Eliot Sedman from Action Outdoors explained that a number of canoe clubs across Britain  have a clean up on the water they use      

regularly. Hopefully this litter pick will become a regular occurrence and give people like myself, who walk and cycle along the canal     

regularly, the opportunity to get involved and give something back to the environment we enjoy. I now know a group of young people 

who would jump at the chance to do it all again. So I will finish with a quote from one of the young people themselves, òThis is peachy ~ 

when are we coming back!?ó 

    ~ Norman Philip, Local Group Co-ordinator, Friends of the Earth Falkirk                                                 

     norman.philip@btopenworld.com ~ www.foefalkirk.blogspot.com  

COMMUNITY GREEN INITIATIVE WINS PHOTO CONTEST  

CGIõs photo, entitled "Ten Tonnes",  won the 2009 

"Falkirk Volunteer Centre Celebrating Volunteering" 

Photo Competition,  judged to be most representative 

of the spirit of volunteering.  CGI won a fine digital 

camera (to be used for New Leaf News!) and a day 

with a professional photographer (which they plan to 

save for their next big litter event). The award was 

sponsored by Bill Miller Photographers. The other 

four finalists  were  also given prizes.  All of the finalist 

images were shown on a big screen at the awards 

event.  Attendees learned that over 28,000 people 

volunteer in the Falkirk area every year, giving 2.5 

million hours of their time ~ a value of £30 million!  

Congratulations to all the winners! 

Your community green newsletter 

NEW LEAF NEWS IS FREEΧ

BUT ...We do need to ask our read-

ers a favour for the environment.  

If you like what you read in these 

pages, please visit us at 

www.cgiscotland.org to subscribe 

to the quarterly online version.  

Otherwise a limited number are 

printed in b&w through funding 

from Falkirk Environment Trust 

(FET) and advertising.  

mailto:norman.philip@btopenworld.com
http://www.foefalkirk.blogspot.com/
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While I was on holiday in America this summer, there was quite a stir 

about a speech being made on this side of the pond by Prince Charles.  In 

lieu of an editorial this time, I simply want to urge NLN readers to take the 

time to go to this link and listen.  I also would recommend reading the 

transcript to his previous address on climate change to the European Parlia-

ment in Brussels 14th February 2008.  Visit http://

www.princeofwales.gov.uk and look under òSpeeches and Articlesó.                

                   ~ Michelle McCallum, Editor 

aŀƴŘŀƭŀ άbŜǿ[ŜŀŦ5ŀƭŀέ ōȅ  ŀǊǘƛǎǘ {Ƙŀwƛ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ         

permission.               http://womandalas.blogspot.com/ 

NOT EASY BEING 

GREEN   The true source of 

sustainability... 

Jupiter Urban Wildlife 

Centre: WINTER EVENTS   

Community Work Day:  Help 

build an  amphibian hibernacu-

lum  Sat 19 Sept, 12 -4. Help 

frogs, neuts & toads get ready 

for hibernation.  Tools & hot 

tea provided.  

Horay Fungi Foray!  Sat 26 

Sept, 2 -4 Mushrooms & toad-

stools BOOKING REQUIRED!   

Seed Surprise: Thurs 5 Oct, 2 -4 Berries & Seeds, 

games and collecting.  

Bumper Birds : Sun 11 Oct, 10 -12, ID the birds and 

make bird feeders, itõs that time of year!  

Make a Living Willow Chair : Sat Nov 7, 1 -3 Make a 

chair to sprout in spring! BOOKING REQUIRED. Rec-

ommended for children over 8 yrs.    

Wear stout footwear and dress for the weather.  All children un-
der 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  For more information 

please contact the Jupiter Ranger Stephen Owen on 01324 486475  

or email jupiterranger@swt.org.uk .  

 
Can we also, ladies and gentlemen, do one other thing, and that is to listen to our hearts once again ð that neglected part of ourselves 

that at the end of the day is the true source of what we call sustainability?  For the lives of billions of people depend on your            

response and none of us will be forgiven by our children and grandchildren if we falter and fail. 

 ~ From a speech by HRH The Prince of Wales on climate change to the European Parliament in Brussels 14 February 2008 

So, I wonder, is it the case that the problem lies first and 

foremost not in what we do but in a fracture within us that 

leads to a limited view of what and where we are in the natural 

order ð and that, therefore, we need  urgently to look deeply 

into ourselves and at the way we perceive the world and our 

relationship with it? If only because, surely, we all want to 

bequeath to our children and our grandchildren something 

other than the  nightmare that for so many of us now looms on 

the horizon.            ~ From the Richard Dimbleby Lecture, titled          

òFacing the Futureó as delivered by HRH The Prince of Wales, St Jamesõs 

Palace State Apartments, London, 8th July 2009  

OIL SPILL IN RIVER CARRON? 
 
Community Green Initiative learned on 24th August of an oil spill 

which occurred near Falkirk in the River Carron.  On contacting 

the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), we were  

informed that they received notification on the afternoon of Thurs-

day 20 August of the potential pollution of the River Carron. An 

Environment Protection Officer attended the scene and witnessed 

evidence of oil pollution in the river.  

 

Aside from rumours, NLN has not been able to ascertain verifica-

tion of the actual location of the spill.  The BBC picked up this story 
on 21st August but their reportage, and the Falkirk Heraldõs report-

age on the 28th August could give no further information. SEPA 

advises that a potential source of the problem has been traced and 

that, as investigations of the cause of the leak are ongoing, it would 

be inappropriate for SEPA to comment further at this time.   

  
Duncan Clark, Falkirk and West Lothian Team Unit Manager for 

SEPA, said: òWe always urge people to inform SEPA as soon as they 

feel there may have been a pollution incident and in this instance 

the timely notification allowed us to begin investigations as 

soon as possible and to ensure effective action is taken to 

protect the   environment. In an effort to reduce the impact of the 

oil, an oil clean up contractor deployed oil absorbent equipment in 

a tributary of the River Carron.ó 

Community Green Initiative have a keen interest in the condition 

of the River Carron.  This river has regenerated  itself  since being 

heavily polluted during the Industrial past of the local towns and 

there is a lot of interest in all the communities along the river to 

keep the water quality healthy.  We support efforts to sustain the 

presence of salmon in the river.  We secured funding in March 

from SEPA to hire Aquaklenz to clean up 10 tonnes of fly tipping 

from the River Carron in the Denny area - much of which was 

from industrial dumping in the past - so we are very dismayed to 

hear about anyone polluting the river at this time in its history. To 

say it is counterproductive is to put it mildly!  Our concerns for 

the water quality, wildlife and the vast potential that the River Car-

ron has are paramount.  We will monitor the situation and will be 

very interested to know the outcome.   

YOU CAN  HELP MONITOR POLLUTION 

SITUATIONS...  

 

Members of the public can report pollution to SEPA 24 

hours a day, seven days a week using their report line 

0800 80 70 60. All contact can be treated as confidential. 
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 GOING TO THE RIVER:   
Mapping, Celebrating,           
Exploring!  

green kids  

Each quarter we feature a Falkirk District school green 

project.  If your school would like to be featured, contact 

the editor.  

      Saltire Technologies Ltd  

   Is your home at risk from flooding?  

Telephone: 01475  522188  

e.mail:   sales@saltiretec.co.uk 

Web site: www.saltiretec.co.uk 

Saltire Technologies are suppliers of special 
Aqua-Sac bags which are a very effective 
alternative to traditional sandbags. Aqua-Sacs 
are stored dry as flat pack until needed and 
puff up on immersion in water after a few min-
utes. This makes a very effective barrier 
against rising water. Create a flood barrier at 
doors with 10 bags as shown in minutes. Also 
use at wall vents or to divert water. 

 

Special price of £3.50 plus vat each bag. Mini-
mum order is 10 bags shipping £9.95 +vat 

 

Shipping costs for 25 or 50 bag packs £11.95. 
plus vat. Residents may share larger single 
orders to reduce shipping costs. Delivery is 48 
hours from receipt of order and payment. 

.An effective barrier at each door requires around 10 bags to protect up to 12 -15 inches of water level rise. A few more would be need to 

protect up to 18 inches. The bags can also be used at Wall vents or to divert water around homes. Bags can be reused again and again 

and left outside will normally last at least a year or two. If taken indoors to a dry warm environment they will dry out over a few weeks to 
almost flat proportions but never the dry original size. The bags pose no environmental issue being suited to land fill or incineration. They 

are also very useful as young tree encouragers to aid root development around saplings. 

    Nine primary schools within walking    distance 

of the River Carron took part in a River Mapping Exercise 

from March through May this year.    

This was part of the Communities Along the Carron pro-

ject, which had a goal of finding out what people feel about 

the river, what they feel are its best features, what issues 

or problems need resolving and what their wishes are for 

the future of the Carron. The pupils helped map issues 

such as dog fouling,  litter, heritage sites, bird watching 

sites, good and bad access on the footpaths ~ and thus 

contributed to the overall results of the survey.  The 

schools also took part in an art competition on river 

themes and 25 winners took part in 5 art classes at Delta 

Art Studios in Larbert.  In June/July an art Exhibition was 

held there entitled òCross Currentsó, based on the life 

cycle of the Atlantic salmon.  The Final Report on      

Communities Along the Carron and a Green Map will be 

published in September.    

Falkirk rangers led the pupils on 9 river walks 

and talked to them about water cycles, the impact 

of litter on wildlife,  and the biodiversity of the 

Carron corridor.  Fish release, photography,  

meadow sweeps and river dipping were part of the 

adventure and projects coming from the experi-

ence helped some of the schools in achieving their 

Green Flags.    

Several hundred fish  were 

created for the fish shoal instal-

lation at Delta Studios Ladeside 

Choir created a song to the 

river, other pupils took oral 

histories and wrote a short 

story.  These projects  will 

appear in a DVD of the project 

entitled òConnectionsó to be 

premiered at a Celebration at 

FTH on 22nd September.   

The participating Primary Schools near the River Carron:  Dunipace, St. Patrickõs, 

Denny, Ladeside, Carron, Carronshore , Langlees, Stenhousemuir and Bothkennar. 

The childrenõs mapping 

results tracked the 

same issues that the 

adults were discussing 

in their Community 

Conversations in 

Spring 2009 with a 

main focus on      

environmental issues. 

This project was part-financed by the Scottish Government and the 

European Community Forth Valley & Lomond LEADER 2007-2013 

Programme, and by Falkirk Council.  

For more information contact C & M Community Consultants 

LLP at 01324 824843. 

23%

71%

3% 2%1%

0%

0%

WILDLIFE/BIODIVERSITY 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

HERITAGE/HISTORY   

SOCIAL ISSUES

WATER BASED ISSUES 

ACCESS/TRAFFIC 

LEISURE/EDUCATION 

 

mailto:sales@saltiretec.co.uk
http://www.saltiretec.co.uk/
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 Wasp noticeWASP Local Heritage Group meet 

once a month on a Friday afternoon between 2 -4 pm 

at Denny High School. The group is student led and 

covers a wide range of activities including 

walks,guest speakers and various projects.If you are 

interested, phone the WASP office on 01324 

822895. 

Greenhill Community Resource 

Centre:   

Adult Provisions 2009: Photography Society, Computer   

Sessions, Womenõs Group, History Group, great Walks!  

Check us out online at our community portal:   

http://greenhillproject.ning.com ~ join as a virtual resident, 

share your stories & area photos. Map and website soon!  

Contact:  Gillian Cowell, Community Education Worker, 

01324 814834 or gilliancowell@btinternet.com 

Greenhill Community Resource Centre History Group.  Fridays at 

3pm.  Discussions, guest speakers, postcards & walking packs.  Gillian 

Cowell 01324 814834  

Denny and Dunipace Heritage Society.  Meets 2nd Monday 7:15 pm, 

Heritage Rooms, 13 Milton Row, Dunipace.   

Free notice boardñNovember 15th deadline for Winter issue. All commu-

nities in Falkirk area welcome.  First come first serve!  Bring your 

own blue tac or stick pins!  

Community Health  

Partnership Meetings  

in your area!  

Denny/Bonnybridge and  
Larbert/Stenhousemuir  

 Info on dates/times: 
david.cairns@nhs.net 

Community  

Bulletin Board 

COME VISIT COMMUNITY GREEN INITIATIVEõS BRAND NEW 

WEBSITE, THANKS TO FUNDING FROM CVS GROWING    

COMMUNITIES FUNDING!                              

www.cgiscotland.org  

CVSñCouncil for the Voluntary Sectorñ

serves the Falkirk area to support the volun-

tary sector locally and support community de-

velopment.  Volunteer Centre, Hosts Free 

Workshops and Events.  Funding available 

through Growing Communities Fund. For more 

information:   info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk  

http://www.cvsfalkirk.org.uk 

NEW LEAF NEWS DEADLINE:  15th November  For 

Winter Issue:  We welcome volunteer writers, photogra-

phers, artists & interviewers. (We have a list of possible 

assignments and welcome YOUR ideas!)  We also welcome 

advertisers. Ask about our  cheap Boot Sale Ads!                                           

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk  

CFSLA Payroll Lottery  

Applications to the CFSLA (Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & 

Stirling Local Authorities) Payroll Lottery can be made at 

anytime. The committee meets 4 or 5 times annually to 

decide on applications received.  Approximately £8000 is 

disbursed annually to local community groups and charities, 

mainly to buy equipment.  We also support the fundraising 

efforts of our members in each council, police, Fire & As-

sessors services.  More information will shortly be available 

from our new website.  For application forms and guide-

lines:  lottery_russell@hotmail.com 

Herbertshire Junior 

Highland Games                             

19 September   

An open invitation to all clubs & groups in Dunipace and Denny  area 

to take part In the day.  Anyone interested in joining H -GO or for more 

information:       Email: hgo2008@yahoo.com       

  www.go.herbertshire.co.uk  

Adult Learning encompasses learning 

about computing to drugs to cookery 

to reading, writing, democracy in our 

society and health issues that not only 

affect you but the whole community. 

To find out more about learning oppor-

tunities in your area phone Anne 

Campbell on 01324 504260, Denny 

Community Education Centre, Duke 

St, Denny. 
COMMUNITIES ALONG THE CARRON CELEBRATION        ~ 

22nd September  ~ 6.30pm to 9pm ~ FALKIRK TOWN HALL ~ DVD! Music! 

Art! Poetry! Stories!  Displays!  Refreshments!  Come get your GREEN MAP and 

find out the results of the Community Conversations that were held in Spring 

2009 along the Carron!   For more details contact C & M Community Consult-

ants LLP @ 01324 824843 

mailto:david.cairns@nhs.net


Complementary Therapies by Aromaway                     
Therapeutic Massage    ~Aromatherapy    ~Massage in Schools Programme         

Reiki ~(traditional & facial)  ~Reflexology   ~Indian Head      TRACY MCNEIL  01324 825578       

      NEW LEAF NEWS  
Page  7  Volume II ~Issue 2 Autumn 2009 

BTCV Upcoming Events 

scotland@btcv.org.uk             

www.btcv.org/scotland                       

Jupiter Green Gym: Growing for Wildlife,  
Grangemouth, WedñFri ~ Plant care,     
organic gardening ~ Task days vary, contact 
Colin Murray  01324 471600 

E: gg-jupiter@btcv.org.uk 

    If you are a community group of any kind operating 

in the Falkirk Council Area, and have an idea for an 

environmental project, please contact Arthur Berg on 

01324 504816  

info@fet.org.uk                                www.fet.org.uk  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Federation of City Farms and                

Community Gardens 

 ** Annual National Networking Event ** 

 Friday 2nd October 2009 ð SNH             

Headquarters at Battleby, near Perth  

  

This event is aimed at anyone who is interested in 
or involved in community,  

therapeutic and allotment gardens!  

There are plenty of workshops to choose from including fund-

raising, community cooking, winter activities,  challenging    be-
haviour, allotments and councils, maximising biodiversity, mak-
ing money from your project. There will be a chance to speak 
with a variety of funders. a great opportunity  to network with 

like-minded people. 

There will also be case studies on social enterprise, food     
growing and re-seeding communities. 

 
The price is £15 members of FCFCG and Trellis, £30 for 

other community, therapeutic and allotment gardens or 
volunteer-run groups and £60 for statutory authorities.  

  
Places are limited to 2 people per organisation. Please 

email or phone Naomi for a booking form 

naomi@farmgarden.org.uk 0131 623 7058 or visit 

www.farmgarden.org.uk/farms -gardens/your-region/

scotland/scotland-news-and-events 

BTCV TRAININGS:  

Intro Mentoring  15 Sept Stirling  

Ponds & Wetlands 19/20 Sept 

Grangemouth/Jupiter    

Greening Your Community 23 Sept  Stirling 

Intro Lichens 2 Oct  Stirling   

Communication Skills 24 Oct  Stirling 

Intro Risk Assessment 13 Nov Stirling   

                PLUS LOTS MORE!   

www.btcv.org/scotland  01786 79697 

NEW LEAF NEWS NOW  OFFERS ADVERTISING ! 

Ask about our new  GREEN AD Feature Package for     

businesses ~ In depth  promotion for your business at 

a great price!    (Ad, Article/Interview & Photo)  

Also ask about our GREEN PAW AD Feature Package 

for dog related services and businesses!! (Ad, Article, 

Interview & Photo covers TWO issues!)  

Contact editor:                                                           

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:gg-jupiter@btcv.org.uk
mailto:info@fet.org.uk
mailto:naomi@farmgarden.org.uk
http://www.farmgarden.org.uk/farms-gardens/your-region/scotland/scotland-news-and-events
http://www.farmgarden.org.uk/farms-gardens/your-region/scotland/scotland-news-and-events


ò...She speaks to you symbolically, with a hundred different voices, from a 

hundred different species...She could be the last of her kind.  The last 

of the wood nymphs. Whom, like Shelleyõs ethereal beings, love, but live 

no more.ó  ~ George Wilson, The Wood Beyond   the World  

The Wood Nymph is 

looking for a home.  A 

place where   people  can 

see this stunning  and   

thought-provoking piece. George has had   offers from 

various galleries and venues asking to host  temporary 

exhibitions of the Wood Nymph and he is considering 

them, but meanwhile seeks a long term solution  The 

thing is, you see, he has this vision for another carving 

and his studio is small and, well, frankly...the Wood 

Nymph is taking up all the space!       

This time itõs sea nymphs, two figures intertwined 

with an oceanic wave, inspired by a 1950s comic 

book cover illustration by Virgil Findley (from the 

Famous Fantastic Mysteries series).   

òThis piece will have a lot of movement, in wood, and 

will be partly to push me forward as an artist right 

to the boundaries of what I can do.  When I use 

these tools that were used 100 years ago and 

wood from hundreds of years back -  these things 

effect me. These woods will be reborn, Iõm the one 

that will be left in time, these things will go forward 

in time.  My intention is to make things that make 

me feel good and which are also beautiful for other 

people, to make them feel good.  Thatõs enough for 

me.ò       ~ Michelle McCallum  
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George Wilson didnõt really plan to create a Wood 

Nymph, he didnõt know why he had to start carving its suit of 

leaves, but it took over his life for a year...or she took 

over...or is it he?  The Wood Nymph is life size and decidedly 

androgenous, which seems appropriate, and is in keeping with 

the mythical tradition of wood nymphs, according to George. 

George has a deep respect for tradition.  He works with only 

arts and crafts type hand tools (many of his tools are 100 

years old) and although his work is his own unique design and 

statement, he is influenced by the artistry of the Art Deco and 

Nouveau periods. He speaks with great passion about the 

demise of the tradesman and tradition of craftsmanship in 

Scotland. Intentionally, there is only one electric tool in his 

workshop - a saw.   

Every leaf of the Wood 

Nymph is individually hand 

carved and fitted to the 

torso.  You can see about 60 

kinds of wood in this crea-

ture, but George assures you 

that actually 100 different 

kinds of wood went into its 

creation ~ the rest of which 

the viewer cannot see 

(constructing the body, 

under the breastplate) but 

the artist knows they are 

there, and there for a rea-

son.    òI used only recycled 

woods, especially woods  at 

risk due to deforestation. 

The Wood Nymph is my statement about what we are doing 

to our rainforests,ó he explains.  òI want people to think about 

these woods, where they come from and the horrific environ-

mental vandalism happening in those places. Some of the 

wood in this Nymph is now commercially extinct.ó 

As there is some outrage behind his reasons for creating the 

Wood Nymph, it makes sense that the face should have such a 

quality of strength.  It also has a multiracial quality, intention-

ally, depicting that it comes from a blend of many cultures.  òI 

didnõt want it to be a frail butterfly nymph,ó says George. òI 

wanted it to look like it could look after itself.ó  

There is Scottish and international history in the piece ~ wood 

from Carriden House in Boõness; Victorian and Georgian 

woods from recycled furniture and window sills; commercial 

timber; various species of mahogany, teak, olive and woods 

from South America, USA, South East Asia, Africa, Canada.  

Some of the wood dates back to the 16th century.  There are 

slivers from the Winchester Cathedral foundation, bits of semi 

petrified wood from bog oak, thousands of years old. 

 

THE LAST OF THE WOOD NYMPHS  

 Many who have seen it feel it belongs in a 

museum setting.  The Wood Nymph is for 

sale, for òthe right homeó.  Contact Delta   

Studios for all queries.  01324 555500  

George Wilson has had a working studio at Delta Art 

Studios in the Lochland Estate, Larbert for six years and 

says he is the most dust-creating artist in the building.  The 

eclectic nature of the art and artists one can find at Delta 

encourages creativity and freedom to explore.  For  infor-

mation contact Craig McKechnie: www.deltastudios.net   


