Answering nature’s call -   a community takes action
A local community group in Dunipace, Stirlingshire, plans on getting their hands dirty on the 4th December, as they aim to improve the environmental quality and attractiveness of their neighbourhood by planting 16 trees, 60 azalea shrubs and over 2,000 flowering bulbs. The Carronvale Tenants and Residents Association (CTRA) want to reverse the sense of neglect for an area which was losing its natural appeal with the felling of established trees, by reclaiming the area and restoring a natural harmony to their urban environment.
“The community wants to protect their natural heritage and re-establish trees along Milton Row, as well as enhance the green space outside the local Heritage Rooms by planting a garden of azalea and dwarf rhododendron which can be enjoyed by neighbours and visitors” comments Roy Bogle, CTRA’s chairman.”The community planting project, we hope, will also be regarded as a symbol of community resurgence within the area”.
The  project has been made possible with the help of national charity Living Streets, which provided seed corn funding to assist the group unlock access to wider funds from the government’s landfill communities fund with the help of Falkirk Environment Trust (FET). Kirstie Henderson, Engaging Communities Officer, Living Streets, adds “We have many groups across the country that are working to achieve better streets, and we’re pleased to help CTRA make a positive change to their neighbourhood. Living Streets aims to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets where people want to walk, and CTRA’s project dovetails nicely with our objectives”.
The community planting day falls within National Tree Week, a nationwide project initiated by the Tree Council, which encourages communities to do something positive for their local treescape. 2010 is also the Year of Biodiversity, and Falkirk Council identified the clear environmental benefits of CTRA’s planting scheme, and is a willing supporter of the community group, offering help and guidance in bringing the project to bear.

 “We’ve had great support from the Council and Falkirk Environment Trust in bringing the project this far,” says Roy Bogle, “and now it’s the community’s turn to get their hands dirty and plant a tree, shrub or a few daffodil bulbs”. 

If you want to help out on the day and make a small difference towards improving our natural heritage, CTRA will welcome you at the Heritage Rooms, 13 Milton Row, Dunipace anytime between 10am and 4pm on Saturday the 4th December. Dress warmly, bring a spade and some muscle power, and enjoy being part of a community taking steps towards change.
Notes

a. Carronvale Tenants and Residents Association (CTRA) is a constituted residents association for the Vale Estate, Milton Row, and Allan Crescent area of Dunipace.

b. Living Streets is a national charity helping groups improve their areas so their streets are fitter for walking. Visit www.livingstreets.org.uk . Contact Kirstie Henderson, Engaging Communities Officer, Tel  0131 243 2647
c.  Falkirk Environment Trust (FET). Contact Arthur Berg, Development Manager, Tel 01324 504816

d. Falkirk Council. Contact Ian Edwards, Environment Co-ordinator, Tel 01324 504714, or Phillip Harris, Senior Planning Officer (Landscape),Planning & Environment, Tel 01324 504713. 

For further information on this press release, contact Roy Bogle, Tel 0797 797 8184

