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The environment is everything that isn't me.  - Albert Einstein  
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youõve  finished 

reading it!  

NEW LEAF NEWS  

Japanese                   

Knotweed,                          

Himalayan Balsam,  

Giant Hogweed                                 

& other invasive   

species are taking 

over!  

See Page 13:      

FREE Awareness 

Training Day!                                                

12th October          

Grangemouth                              

Town Hall                

REGISTER NOW!  
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To our funders,                                

advertisers and generous               

patrons...from those of our  readers 

who prefer to read their NLN as a 

printed copy (over a nice cup of tea) 

instead of on a computer screenñ                    

THANK YOU!   We couldnõt do it 

without you!   Of course we are also 

on line at www.cgiscotland.org  

Cllr Jim Blackwood  
Scottish Labour Party  
Ward 3, Denny & Banknock 

Office 01324506145         
Home 01324812489 
Email 
jim.blackwood@falkirk.gov.uk 

 
Surgery Schedule: 
Banknock Community Centre  
Every Monday 6.15pm till 7.00pm 
 

Fankerton Hall  
First Monday of the Month 5.15pm till 6.00pm 
 

Community Flat Bridge Crescent Denny  
First Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm 

 
Archibald Russell Centre Dennyloanhead  
First Thursday of the Month 7.00pm till 7.45pm 

 
Nethermains Primary School Denny  
Second Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm 

 
Allandale Bowling Club  
Last Friday of the Month 7.15 till 8.00pm 

HOUSE VISITS                                       

BY ARRANGEMENT 

CGI AGM FEATURES DENNY HS 

ECO REPORT; OFFICERS ELECTED  

The CGI AGM was held on 25 August.  A special presentation 

was made by Heather Muir Deputy Head Teacher of Denny HS 

regarding the good eco work the students are doing.  Heather 

has taken the initiative to visit local  primary schools who will 

have students at DHS, to identify and tie in P7s who have been 

involved in eco projects at the  primary level.  This way, the first 

week they arrive at DHS, they are approached to sign up and get 

involved in DHS eco plans.  Heather got a round of applause!  

After reports on the yearõs projects and finances, the meeting 

concluded with a tribute to the late Mick McIntosh, who was the 

chairman of CGI from 2008-2011.   

The new Officers for CGI are Chairman: Graham Stirling; VP: 

John Watson; Secretary: Michelle McCallum; and Treasurer: 

Christine Bell.  If you are interested in being considered for the 

CGI Managing Committee, contact the Secretary.  

CGI meets on the 4th Thursday at 7.30 in the  

Heritage Rooms, Dunipace. 

~communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk 
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT!  Success stories  

 

 Do you have a green success 

story to share for                          

òSomething to Crow Aboutó?                                                     

Next Deadline:   15th  December  

A picture (and a list*)  ñ  worth a thousand words. . . 

Communities Along 

the Carron                    

Association                                     

River Regeneration 

Project Phase 1 (2011) 

Complete! 

The River Carron Regeneration Project began in June 2011 after Communities Along the Carron Association (CATCA ) secured £57k to 

enable the first phase of the river clean between Fankerton to Larbert Viaduct to begin.  Part 1 of this iconic and historical environmental 

river regeneration project took 7 weeks, 3000 contractor man hours and received invaluable technical / engineering and environmental 

expertise from the River Carron Fisheries Management Group.  By removing   

industrial, commercial, social and domestic waste from the river system, there has 

been an immediate improvement on pollution and water quality. The visual impact 

for local communities is 

also already noticeable. The 

project will hopefully    

increase public environ-

mental awareness and   

respect for the river.  In addition, log jams in certain tributaries were removed to 
allow Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout to migrate into spawning areas that have 

been unavailable due to these blockages.   CATCA plans to tackle Phase 2 in 2012 

ñ Larbert to Grangemouth.   It will benefit all 16 communities along the river 

from Carron Valley to Grangemouth.  It is an environmental, wildlife conservation, 

biodiversity project and brings many public, social and economic benefits to the 

area.  The majority of the funding to enable this work to proceed was secured 

from Falkirk   Environment Trust 

(FET) with additional funding  

received from Falkirk Council, The River Carron Fisheries Management Group (RCFMG),  

Callander Estate Trustees and CATCA.  FCE Consultants were the Project Manager; 

Walker Landscapes were awarded the contract to professionally clean up the river; and 

Creative Management Solutions carried out the landowners consents work.  The project 

finished on plan, on time and under budget as forecast, with zero Health & Safety                   

incidents.  The project will ultimately cover the entire river system (including its tributar-

ies) and has begun to include the assistance of voluntary litter picking groups working in 

conjunction with Falkirk Council's Litter Strategy Team. For more information please 

view the CATCA website: www.catca.org.uk and the RCFMG website www.rcfmg.co.uk 

*What did they find in 

the river?                              

See page 4!!!! 

PHOTOS:  Top left: Scrap Heap at end of project, Tony Harris (FCE Consultants), Ian Howarth 

(CATCA), Ian Campbell (RCFMG);  Middle Left:  Teamwork Angling Improvements at Larbert;  

Right: Flytip Clearing at Denovan M876; Lower Right: Struan Macnee (Walkers Landscaping), 

Tony Harris, David  Walker (Walkers Landscaping) Week 2                                                              

All photos on this page are protected:  FCE Consultants © 2011  
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RCFMG Report from Our Man on the River  

Angler and environmental  consultant  Tony Harris will give NLN readers a   quarterly 

report on the health of the River Carron and its tributaries. 

OLD GALA PARK                                                

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION:                           

Herbertshire Castle Park / Old Gala Park    Dunipace 

Community Fun Day and Consultation 

Saturday 29th October 2pm ð 5pm  

Bring the whole family! 

Events planned include - cycle ramps, bouncy castle, bungee run, 

guided walk, heritage of the park, yurts, information about bats!  

Help us find out what the  communities of Denny and Dunipace 

would like to see happen with their park. 

For more info contact: jweir77@btinternet.com  

01324 821024  

 Sponsored by CGI with funding support from CSFT.     

Thanks to Falkirk Council for help & support! 

 

 

River Carron Fisheries  

Management Group has 

been busy, but  the most 

dramatic thing we can report this quarter is the list 

of items which were (dare we say fished?) from 

the River Carron during the flytip clean up (see 

page 3) sponsored by CATCA.  RCFMG volun-

teers put in hundreds of hours on this clean up 

and gave technical/engineering and environmental 

expertise to the project. 

 14 miles of Watercourse Cleaned and Log 

Jams removed for migratory fish access including 

the main river and all tributaries from Fankerton 

to Larbert                                                                    

15 tons of Mixed Scrap Metal removed                       

removed via skips.                                                                     

migratory fish access.                                                          

(source - Denny STW failures)  

List of Items Removed (A -Z)               

3 Dead Cats  2 Dead Foxes                        

1 Dead Mink  1 Dead Mallard Duck                 

1 Dead Rabbit 1 Car Axle                         

1 Garden Shed 1 Pinball Machine                       

2 Motorbikes 3 Wheelbarrows                           

45 Bicycles Artificial Christmas Trees 

Badminton Racquets and Shuttlecocks 

Barbed Wire Barbeques Bed Mattresses 

Bricks and Mortar Broken Glass Broken 

Mirrors Buggies Bulk 1 Ton Tote Bags 

Car Axles Car Batteries Car Bonnets Car 

Bumpers Car Chairs Car Doors Carpets  

Ceramic Toilet Bowls Chairs Christmas 

Tree Lights Clothes Line Poles Clothing 

Coins Cookers  Corrugated Iron Sheets 

Crutches  Cushions Doors Drain pipes 

and gutters Electrical Cable & wire    

Electrical  Underground Services Tape 

Exhausts Farm Gates Fence Posts  Fire                      
Extinguishers Fire Hearth Baskets Fishing 

Reels Fishing Rods and Nets Fishing 

Tackle - Lures, Spinners, Flies, Floats 

Football Goals Footballs Fridges Garden 

Fencing Garden Furniture Garden Gates  

Garden Lawn Roll-

ers Garden Tables 

& Chairs Garden 

Waste (Trees, 

Shrubs, Cuttings)  

Glass Bottles and drinks cans Golf Balls Golf 

clubs Heris Site Security Fencing Hessian 

Sacks Hoses Industrial Rollers and Levers 

Kids Scooters Kids Soft Play Balls Ladders 

Laminate Flooring Lawnmowers Light    

Fittings LPG Gas Bottles Medical Syringes 

Lime fruit with a Sewing Needle through it!  

Microwave  Ovens Mill Grinding Stones 

Mobile Phones Nets Oil Drums and      

Containers Oil tubs Paint rollers Paint Tubs, 

tins and brushes Palisade Security Fencing 

Pallets Petrol tubs Pillows Plastic Bags Plastic 

Containers and drums Plastic Sacks Plastics 

Polystyrene Polythene Prams Push Chairs 

Radios Road Barriers Road Cones Road 
Signs Road Signs Roof Tiles and roof slates, 

concrete Roofing Felt Rubbish Bins and Lids 

Rugs Saws Scaffolding poles and frames 

Scooters Settees Shopping Trolleys Springs                                 

  (Continued on page 7) 

WWW.CGISCOTLAND.ORG  

mailto:jweir77@btinternet.com


Margaret (Rita) Hunter (1915-2011) 

Outstanding Commitment & Endeavor... 
Margaret Marshall, or as she was better known, Rita, was born on the 30th August, 1915 in 

Larbert. The Marshall family, as coal merchants, were well known in the Larbert and    

Stenhousemuir area. Like Rita, her brothers and sisters, William, James and Netta all played 

an active role in the local community. 

As a teenager, she was a talented runner, winning many of the short-distance races, in what 

would now be the equivalent of the County Sports. She began her working life as a      

childrenõs nurse, and then in the lead up to and during the Second World War, she was a 

member of staff in the Falkirk and District Co-operative Society, taking over duties from 

many of the men around the district, while they were away fighting in the armed services. 

It was also during this period that she met her husband, Ben. They married in 1949 and 

moved initially to Hall Street, in Denny and then in 1955 to Allan Crescent in Dunipace. 

Before her marriage she was a Sunday School Teacher in Larbert Old Parish Church and 

from 1938, when her warrant as a scouter was signed by Lord Baden-Powell, she was an 

Assistant Cub Master in both the 62nd Larbert and 2nd Torwood, under Sir Ian Bolton.  

After her marriage she re-established her links with the Scouting Movement, initially with Mrs. Henderson in the 17th Denny and then the 

9th Dunipace, which she had been asked to help set up by the Rev. Walter Gordon, whom she knew from her time in Larbert and through 

the church linkage at that time between Dunipace and Larbert Parishes. Her commitment to Dunipace Cubs alone was to last more than 35 

years. During this time she was also appointed District Commissioner for Cubs, which at that point, covered a huge geographical area, out 

to Kilsyth and Strathblane.  This required a lot of travelling by public transport, since she didnõt drive. 

In 1968, following the loss of sponsorship by the local Co-op, an independent group was formed to raise funds and take over the running of 

the Gala. She volunteered to help on the Committee and acted as Minute     

Secretary for the next 33 years, until it became too much for the small core 

group to undertake. It should be emphasized that her involvement was not just 

as Minute Secretary, but like the other members of the Committee, raising 
funds, helping to run the sports, making decorations for the floats, organising 

catering for guests and making up hundreds of bags for distribution to the    

children on the day itself. 

Following her long association with Dunipace Primary School, she volunteered 

to organise the School Bank, and for over 25 years raised substantial sums, 

which were re-invested to benefit 

the pupils. When volunteers were 

being sought to assist in the run-

ning of the new Strathcarron 

Hospice shop in Denny, she again 

stepped forward and for more 

than 20 years she worked in the café on a Tuesday and Saturday. 

In 1974 the new local government set-up established Community Councils. Again, of her own 

volition, she put herself forward and was voted on to the first Denny and Dunipace       

Community Council - a role that she fulfilled for the next 30 years. In 2007, at the age of 92, 

her work in Denny and Dunipace, and indeed wider afield in Stirling County, was recognised 

by the Community Council through a unique presentation in the Dunipace Institute, which 

included a special annual award to 

Denny High School ð The Rita 

Hunter Award for Outstanding Commitment and Endeavour. 

Her commitment to the local Churches in Dunipace was also without parallel. 

She was an Elder and Session Clerk for 10 years in Denovan Old, the first   

female Session Clerk on the local Presbytery, and then Clerk to the Board of 

Dunipace Parish for another 12 years. 

While she became frailer in recent years, her death on the 4th August neverthe-

less came as a shock to the local community. Her funeral service on the 10th 

August in Dunipace Parish Church was attended by representatives of the wide 

range of organisations, which she had dutifully and diligently supported     

throughout more than 70 years. 
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Photos:  Top Left: Crowning Rhona Wilson, D&D Gala 1970; Middle Right: 9th 

Dunipace Scout Troup Celebrates 50 years of scouting; Middle Left: Opening of the 

9th Dunipace Scout Hall April 1975; Lower Right: 9th Dunipace Scout Troup w/ 

Rita Hunter  
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NOT EASY            

BEING GREEN   

...A wee bit smaller this 

time...but great as ever! 
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Cllr. John 

McNally  

Ward 3:            

Denny & Banknock 

 

 

Scottish National Party 

Surgery Hours:    

Mondays 6-7 pm                                                              

Heritage Rooms ~13 Milton Row ~  Dunipace 

1st Tuesday every Month 5.30 -6pm                              

Fankerton Hall 

Fridays during school terms 5.30 -6pm                            

Nethermains Primary School 

email:    john.mcnally@falkirk.gov.uk  

House visits arranged.                        

01324 506282 

Dear Readers, 

I think once a year we deserve a wee break, 

so this issue is a bit shorter than usual.  You 

will see that some regular features such as 

Eco Arts, Green Kids, Whole Lottaõ 

Walkinõ and Biodiversity are missing, but 

they will return in the Winter edition. 

I would like to draw your particular atten-

tion to the  upcoming ALIENS AMONG US! Free Invasive 

Species Awareness Training Day on 12th October at 

Grangemouth Town Hall.  The poster and information are 

on page 13 herein.  A great event you should not miss if 

you can still get in ñ see the advance registration link on 

the poster, or contact me and Iõll see if thereõs still room 

for youé 

Meanwhile, we at CGI/NLN send you all good wishes for 

the rest of the year.  Our next issue will come out in  

January after the holidays...we anticipate lots of snow time 

to work on it, unless Mother Nature surprises us...which 

is what sheõs good at! 

Warm wishes to you all from us at Community Green 

Initiative.   

STOP THE PRESS! On the eve of publishing this  issue 

of NLN we were notified that we have received    

funding for the next four issues!  More details on this 

very exciting turn of events in the Winter issue!  

    ~ Michelle McCallum, NLN Editor  

The Carron Connect Partnership  

Bainsford Industrial Heritage Project  

The Carron Connect Partnership have received funding of 

£6,900 from The Heritage Lottery Fund to record and publish 

the memories and photographs of ex workers from the local 

factories/foundries operating in the Bainsford area of Falkirk. 

As well as training local people to gather this information they 

will be publishing what they have found out on a DVD,       

dedicated Website and a booklet. 

Alex Russell Chairman stated òThis is really great news as we 

have been working on the application for some time and would 

like to take this opportunity to thank The Heritage Lottery 

Fund for all their help and support. 

òWe have a long industrial history that dates back to the      

beginnings of the Industrial revolution and many of us have 

memories of what it was like to live, work and play in our    

industrial landscape.  Sadly all of this has gone and none of us 

are getting any younger, this project will provide a timely    

opportunity to capture and record these memories to share 

with young and old now and into the future.ó 

Colin McLean, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund in Scotland, said:  

òThe factories and foundries of Bainsford played a central role in the  

history of the area bringing with them jobs, housing and economic     

prosperity. The Heritage Lottery Fund is delighted to support this      

project as it will bring people together to record and share those   

memories which, without an oral history project such as this, would be 

lost forever.ó 

If anyone has some time to spare and would like to help with this project 

or has any old photos or memories they would like to share please call 

Val or Alex on 01324 679795. 

Falkirk is a priority area for the Heritage   

Lottery Fund. It is working hard with lots of 

local groups to make sure that they make the 

most of the lottery grants available to them. 

The area has an amazing history ð its industry, 

architecture, landscape and traditions. HLF 

would like the communities of Falkirk to   

experience the rewards of HLF investing in them and is enthusiastic to 

hear from groups with other heritage project ideas. 

 

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery 

Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present 

and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy.  From  

museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment 

and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  

HLF has supported almost 3000 projects, allocating over £500 million 

across Scotland.                                                www.hlf.org.uk  

http://www.hlf.org.uk/
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Please visit our new website 

and send information about 

local regeneration if you are 

one of the 16 River Carron 

communities!  

www.catca.org.uk  

Carron Valley, Fankerton, Stoneywood, Dunipace, Denny,  

Larbert, Camelon, Grangemouth,                              

Stenhousemuir, Carron,  Carronshore,  Bainsford, 

Langlees,  Mungal, Bothkennar, Skinflats 

Acharine (Acarapis woodi) is  a small parasitic mite that infests the airways of the honey 

bee. The first known infestation was observed on the Isle of Wight in 1904, the mystery 

illness known as Isle of Wight Disease quickly spread to the rest of country and virtually 

wiped out the entire bee population of the British Isles. The native species Apis Mellifera 

Mellifera, the dark bees were already being suplanted by the Italian honeybee since the mid

-19th century as it was seen as more hardworking and placid while the dark bees are        

perceived as gathering a smaller honey crop and of being aggressive. What should have 

been borne in mind is that although the Italian/hybrid bees produce more honey, they also    

devour more for their own use so that evens itself out. If the native bees are of a pure 

strain and not hybrid then they are relatively docile to handle.  In any case a few did     

survive, mostly in remote parts of the UK. Some specialists breeders have kept the breed alive alongside feral colonies in the isolated areas 

where the breed  remained. 

The welfare of bees  is much in the news as their populations are being decimated as are the numbers 
of other pollinators. There are a number of causes for this primarily crop spraying, Varroa mites, 

Nosema and a host of other infections and then there are the deadly American Foul brood & European 

Foulbrood which necessitates that the whole hive and its contents must be burned to stem its advance. 

At the moment European Foulbrood has occurred near both Stirling & Linlithgow which is a constant 

worry to beekeepers. 

In the case of the Italian type hybrids the last few years has seen their population fall by 30 per cent, so 

many breeders now want to reintroduce the indigenous bee to hives, in the hope that the hairy, hardy 

insect will be less vulnerable to disease, mites and bad weather. Erratic weather, particularly the wet 

summers and artic winters of the past few years, has hit bees badly but the black honeybee has thick 

dark hair and a large stocky body, giving it a higher metabolic rate so it keeps warm in the cold.  

< Here is an image of a large frame of honey being displayed upright, and below that is a section of 

purely natural comb entirely created by the Apis Mellifera Mellifera bees themselves which they created 

in a gap left between the frame and the side of the hive.    

At present in Denny  there are around 80,000 of these very pure native bees being bred solely to proliferate the breed as part 

of a future breeding programme. This very large hive have proved themselves not only to be hardy survivors but also extremely 

industrious honey producers, which refutes the argument of the species not being a commercially viable honey bee ! But it is not 

about honeyééé.It is about the survival of the bees. 

FISHED FROM THE CARRON,        
Cont from Page 4 RCFMG  Report 

Stainless 

Steel 

Kitchen 

Sinks and 

Taps Steer-

ing Wheels 

Street Lamp 

Posts Sun 

Loungers 

Superser 

Gas Fire     

Tables Tar-

paulins       

Television  

Tennis Balls 

Tennis         

Racquets 
Tools - 

Spades, 

Shovels, 

Pick Axes Toys Traffic Lights Trailer Axles TV Aerials 

Tyres - Tractor, Van, Car, Wheelbarrow, Bicycle Tyres (all 

sizes) PVC windows Various Advertising Signs Various Fly 

Tipping Items Wagon Wheels Washing  Machine Waste 

Food and Shopping Items Wheel trims Wheelie Bins 

Wheels (all sizes) Wood items (various) 

Free Community Pages are now being                         
developed for these 16 communities.  If you are 
in an organisation, school, community council 
or river -related service in these areas and have 
environmental/river projects, activities or 
community events to report, please contact  
Michelle at cmcc.michelle@btinternet.com . 

ARE YOU A RIVER CARRON COMMUNITY?     

The Rare Scottish Dark Bee,  Apis Mellifera                 

Mellifera, now in Denny  

An article by a local amateur beekeeper  


